5-Paragraph Essay Outline




Name: _______________
Introduction


Hook (fun, clever statement to get your reader interested):


General statements (to give a sense of what the topic is):


More specific statements leading up to your thesis argument:


Thesis (the main idea or argument):

Body #1

Topic sentences (to introduce the paragraph’s main idea/argument; connects to thesis):

Lead-in 1 (set up evidence):


Evidence 1 (quote or specific event with page number): 



Lead-out 1 (explain your evidence with your own insight):

Lead-in 2 (set up evidence):


Evidence 2 (quote or specific event with page number): 



Lead-out 2 (explain your evidence with your own insight):

Lead-in 3 (set up evidence):


Evidence 3 (quote or specific event with page number): 



Lead-out 3 (explain your evidence with your own insight):

Clincher (summative statement to bring evidence pieces together and reinforce topic sentence argument):

Body #2

Topic sentences (to introduce the paragraph’s main idea/argument; connects to thesis):

Lead-in 1 (set up evidence):


Evidence 1 (quote or specific event with page number): 



Lead-out 1 (explain your evidence with your own insight):

Lead-in 2 (set up evidence):


Evidence 2 (quote or specific event with page number): 



Lead-out 2 (explain your evidence with your own insight):

Lead-in 3 (set up evidence):


Evidence 3 (quote or specific event with page number): 



Lead-out 3 (explain your evidence with your own insight):

Clincher (summative statement to bring evidence pieces together and reinforce topic sentence argument):

Body #3

Topic sentences (to introduce the paragraph’s main idea/argument; connects to thesis):

Lead-in 1 (set up evidence):


Evidence 1 (quote or specific event with page number): 



Lead-out 1 (explain your evidence with your own insight):

Lead-in 2 (set up evidence):


Evidence 2 (quote or specific event with page number): 



Lead-out 2 (explain your evidence with your own insight):

Lead-in 3 (set up evidence):


Evidence 3 (quote or specific event with page number): 



Lead-out 3 (explain your evidence with your own insight):

Clincher (summative statement to bring evidence pieces together and reinforce topic sentence argument):

Conclusion

Reinforce main argument (reword thesis):
Outline major points (reword topic sentences and how they relate to thesis):
Final general statements about topic (start new paragraph here if you wish):
Final Clincher (a thought-provoking statement to leave your reader thinking):
